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About State Health and Value Strategies

State Health and Value Strategies (SHVS) assists states in their efforts to 
transform health and health care by providing targeted technical assistance to 
state officials and agencies. The program is a grantee of the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, led by staff at Princeton University’s School of Public and 
International Affairs. The program connects states with experts and peers to 
undertake health care transformation initiatives. By engaging state officials, the 
program provides lessons learned, highlights successful strategies, and brings 
together states with experts in the field. Learn more at www.shvs.org.

Support for this webinar was provided by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
The views expressed in this presentation do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation. 
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Agenda

1. Purpose of Today’s Meeting 

2. The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool

3. The Buying Value Benchmark Repository

4. Questions
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Purpose of Today’s Meeting 

• Review the suite of free Buying Value (BV) 
tools that can help HHSC save time when 
considering changes to your managed care 
performance measures.
– Demonstrate how the BV measure selection tool 

can help make metric decisions more objective.
– Show how to utilize the BV benchmark repository 

to identify home-grown measures and metrics

• Answer YOUR questions on Buying Value! 



State Health & Value Strategies | 6

TX HHSC and Buying Value

• HHSC creates financial and non-financial incentives for 
managed care organizations (MCOs) and holds them 
accountable for performance on certain measures.

• HHSC may find Buying Value’s resources helpful for 
assessing the extent to which its Medical At-Risk Measures 
and Medical Bonus Pool Measures are aligned with:
1. HHSC’s goals for its measures and measure sets

2. Medicaid Adult and Child Core measures
3. Other federal measure sets 

4. Other state’s MCO performance incentive measures 
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What is Buying Value?

• A suite of publicly available resources for purchasers 
to a) find standard measures, as well as innovative 
non-HEDIS or homegrown measures and associated 
benchmarks, and b) develop aligned measure sets.
1. Groundbreaking research on the lack of quality measure 

alignment (2013)
2. The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool (2015)
3. The Buying Value Benchmark Repository (2018)

• Visit: www.buyingvalue.org 

http://www.buyingvalue.org/
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The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool

Developed in response to provider complaints 
about being increasingly subject to growing 
numbers of measures from payers and regulators.

A suite of resources that enables state agencies, 
private purchasers, and other stakeholders to 
select measures and develop aligned measure 
sets.
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The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool

• Over 840 measures that can be filtered by 17 domains, 20 
conditions, 7 measure types, 9 populations and 13 data sources.

• A disparities-sensitive status indicator that allows users to identify 
measures with an evidence of inequity in the provision of care 
captured by the measure.

• Functionality to crosswalk measures to federal, national and state 
measures sets and systematically score measures against a state’s 
overarching goals for the measure set.

Key Features
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The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool

Federal/National Measure Sets (12)

1. CMMI Primary Care First 
2. CMS Medicaid and CHIP Child Core Set
3. CMS Medicaid Adult Core Set 
4. CMS eCQMs for Eligible Professionals
5. CMS Health Home Measure Set
6. CMS Hospital Value-Based Purchasing
7. CMS Medicare Hospital Compare
8. CMS Medicare Part C&D
9. CMS Medicare Shared Savings Program
10. CMS Merit-based Incentive Payment System
11. Core Quality Measure Collaborative 
12. Joint Commission Performance Measures

State Measure Sets (6)

1. California AMP Medi-Cal 
Managed Care Measure Set

2. Massachusetts Aligned 
Measure Set 

3. Minnesota Integrated Health 
Partnership Measures

4. Oregon CCO Incentive 
Measures

5. Rhode Island OHIC Aligned 
Measure Set for ACOs

6. Washington State Common 
Measure Set 
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Buying Value Measure Selection Tool Tutorial
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The Buying Value Benchmark Repository

States have had difficulty finding measures that 
address their program priorities and implementing 
non-HEDIS measures into value-based 
arrangements due to the lack of national 
benchmarks against which to assess performance.

A spreadsheet repository that includes innovative 
homegrown measures as well as state and regional 
health improvement collaborative performance on 
non-HEDIS measures.
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The Buying Value Measure Selection Tool

• Information on nearly 60 measures in use by other states 
and performance data (when available), including:
– Innovative homegrown measures
– Non-HEDIS measures that are not homegrown and for 

which benchmark data are not otherwise available

Key Features
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Case Example: Reasons to Use the Repository
Goal

Find and implement an innovative 
measure related to health equity.

Problem
It is unclear if there are any measures that 

are focused on provision of equitable 
healthcare services.

Solution
1. Visit www.buyingvalue.org and 

download the Repository
2. Navigate to either the “High-Level 

Summary” or “Detailed Responses” 
tab and key-word search for “Health 
Equity” to find measures of interest

Goal
Utilize a homegrown measure (e.g., ED 

Utilization Among Members with Mental Illness) 
in a Medicaid managed care performance 

incentive program.

Problem
This is a new measure for the state and there are 
no external data for the state to consider when 

setting its MCO performance targets.

Solution
1. Visit www.buyingvalue.org and download the 

Repository
2. See if other states are utilizing the measure, 

and if so, utilize the states’ performance to 
inform setting a benchmark

3. Once benchmark data are available, submit 
your state’s performance on that measure to 
the Repository

http://www.buyingvalue.org/
http://www.buyingvalue.org/
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Buying Value Benchmark Repository Tutorial
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Questions?
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Thank You
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