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Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for the 2022 Preadmission Screening and Resident Review (PASRR) 
Conference!  I had sincerely hoped we would be seeing each other in person this fall but am 
thankful we are still finding ways to connect.  

It is hard to believe this is our sixth annual PASRR conference. It seems like just yesterday we 
were planning our first ever PASRR conference and here we are, six years later, continuing 
to learn from each other and advancing the PASRR system for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD) and mental health (MH) needs. We greatly appreciate your 
dedication and commitment to the people who receive PASRR services.   

I would like to thank the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) PASRR 
conference planning committee, our presenters, and our executive leadership for their 
continued support and commitment to making the PASRR conference a success.   

Throughout this virtual conference you will receive presentations on topics such as trauma-
informed care, aging with IDD, and supported decision-making. It is our desire that through 
these sessions you will learn something new that will enhance your work and the critical role 
that you play for Texans with IDD and MH needs.   

Continuing education units (CEUs) will be offered for this year’s PASRR conference. At the 
conference conclusion, those seeking CEUs will be asked to complete and return a survey to 
HHSC. Once received, HHS will send participants their CEU confirmation form within thirty days.

It is our privilege to have you join us this year.  We look forward to seeing you in person in 2023.  

Thank you for being our partners in continuing to make a positive difference in the lives of the 
people we serve.

Haley Turner
Deputy Executive Commissioner
Community Services
Texas Health and Human Services Commission
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Agenda

Wednesday, Nov. 2

8:20 - 8:25 a.m. Welcome
 Haley Turner, Deputy Executive Commissioner, Community Services, HHSC 

8:25 - 8:30 a.m. Housekeeping by HHSC staff

8:30 - 10:30 a.m. Keynote: Trauma-Informed Support and the Path to Healing
Karyn Harvey, Psychologist and Director of Programs for the  
Park Avenue Group

 
 

10:30 - 10:45 a.m. Break

10:45 - 11:45 a.m. Ethics for HHS Government Health Professionals
David A. Reisman, Chief Ethics Officer, HHSC  

11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. Lunch

1:15 - 3:15 p.m. The 10 Most Important Things You Need to Know About Aging Adults   
With ID and a Texas-Specific Approach to Meeting the Need 
Kathleen M. Bishop, Gerontologist, Vice President and Co-chair of Education 
and Training for the National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and 
Dementia Practices

Kathryn G. Pears, Vice President and Co-chair of Education and Training for 
the National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia Practices

3:15 - 3:30 p.m. Break

3:30 - 4:30 p.m. The Dignity of Risk: Balancing Rights, Self-Determination, and Risk in   
Supported Decision-Making 
Alice Page, Adult Protective Services and Systems Developer in the Office on  
Aging at the Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Kim M. Marheine, Ombudsman Services Supervisor, State of Wisconsin Board  
on Aging and Long-Term Care

4:30 - 4:40 p.m. Closing & Final Housekeeping by HHSC staff
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Keynote Speaker

Karyn Harvey, PhD

Psychologist and Director of Programs for The Park Avenue Group

Karyn Harvey has worked as a clinician in the field of intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD) for over 30 years. She has a 
master’s degree in clinical psychology and a doctorate in applied 
developmental psychology from the University of Maryland. In 
working with people with IDD, she has found that to psychologically 
support them, we must first recognize the role that trauma plays in 

their behavioral issues and address critical elements needed for their recovery from trauma 
(including safety, empowerment and connection). 

Dr. Harvey consults with various state agencies and private organizations throughout 
the United States and Canada. She also trains staff, trainers and clinicians on trauma-
informed care. Dr. Harvey has published numerous articles and books about therapeutic 
interventions for people with IDD, including “Positive Identity Development” (including an 
addendum of practical workbooks) and “Trauma-Informed Behavioral Interventions.” 

Dr. Harvey conducts onsite trainings, keynotes and presentations. She serves as an expert 
panelist and appears on podcasts and webinars. She also serves as The Park Avenue 
Group’s director of programs. To learn more, visit karynharvey.org.

Keynote: Trauma-Informed Support and the Path to Healing 

This presentation explores how to support people with IDD who are living with trauma. 
It will cover sources of trauma, how trauma affects daily functioning and how trauma is 
expressed biologically. Additionally, participants will learn to identify symptoms of  trauma 
and PTSD. This presentation gathers key programmatic ingredients for healing, which 
include Positive Identity Development and other positive practices to facilitate healing 
trauma for people with IDD.
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Conference Presentations

Ethics for HHS Government Health Professionals

David A. Reisman, Chief Ethics Officer, HHSC

The presentation begins with a general overview of essential ethics policies and laws 
for government employees. The conversation then turns to how those ethics polices 
and laws, apply to health professionals working in the government setting. Participants 
will learn how to identify and make decisions on ethics issues experienced by health 
professionals serving in government roles.  

 

The 10 Most Important Things You Need to Know About Aging 
Adults With ID and a Texas-Specific Approach to Meeting the Need

Kathleen M. Bishop, Gerontologist, Vice President and Co-chair of Education and Training 
for the National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia Practices

Kathryn G. Pears, Vice President and Co-chair of Education and Training for the National 
Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia Practices

Life expectancy for adults with intellectual disabilities (ID) is increasing, yet with 
increased age comes an increased risk of developing Alzheimer’s or a related dementia.  
Adults with Down syndrome are at particular risk of developing Alzheimer’s at a younger 
age. This presentation will discuss key aspects of identifying and managing dementia in 
adults with ID and introduce an exciting new project taking place in Texas that hopes to 
increase access to supportive services.
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The Dignity of Risk: Balancing Rights, Self-Determination, and Risk 
in Supported Decision-Making

Alice Page, Adult Protective Services and Systems Developer in the Office on Aging at the 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Kim Marheine, Ombudsman Services Supervisor, State of Wisconsin Board on Aging and 
Long-Term Care

This presentation will enable a discussion of the dignity of risk challenges and benefits of 
balancing rights, self-determination and risk in supported decision-making. The session 
will include the most current information about the law and practice relative to supported 
decision-making agreements in Wisconsin. This includes how supported decision-
making agreements interface with other decision-making vehicles such as guardianship 
and power of attorney for health care. This session will explore case studies to illustrate 
potential systemic barriers associated with supported decision-making and risk.
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Presenter Biographies

Haley Turner
Deputy Executive Commissioner, Community Services, HHSC

Haley Turner started her career supporting people with IDD at the 
Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program. She worked on disability 
issues related to children receiving special education, and child 

protective and juvenile justice services. 

After completing her master’s degree in social work, Turner spent time at the National 
Disability Rights Network in Washington, D.C., learning about, advocating for and 
educating on disability issues at the national level. 

From there, Turner held staff and leadership roles at Disability Rights Texas, advocating 
for the rights of people living in institutions and those receiving community-based 
services. 

Before joining HHSC, Turner was the director of IDD Services for Austin Travis County 
Integral Care where she oversaw operations of state-funded, community-based IDD 
services, Medicaid service coordination, a 1115 waiver program and several 1915c 
Medicaid waiver programs, and innovative programs including a crisis respite facility 
for people with IDD and a learning community for professionals supporting people with 
IDD. Prior to her current position, Turner acted as the associate commissioner for IDD 
Services at HHSC.

Currently, Turner serves as the deputy executive commissioner for Community 

Services at HHSC. 
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David A. Reisman, MPA, JD
Chief Ethics Officer, HHSC

David A. Reisman began his service as chief ethics officer at HHSC on 
Feb. 23, 2015. He came from the Cancer Prevention & Research Institute 
of Texas (CPRIT) where he worked to establish an ethics and compliance 

program to oversee $3 billion in public grant funds for cancer prevention, research and 
product development to entities located throughout the state of Texas. 

Reisman was executive director of the Texas Ethics Commission from October 2004 
to December 2013.  In this role, Reisman worked to promote public confidence in 
government.  He ran all operations of the Texas Ethics Commission and was responsible 
for the effective implementation of state campaign finance, lobby and ethics laws. 

Prior to his role at the Texas Ethics Commission, he served from May 2002 to October 
2004 as special assistant to the General Counsel of the United States Army. In that 
position, Reisman was responsible for providing opinions and advising the General 
Counsel and Army Secretariat on fiscal and policy issues involving the financial 
management of the Army.  

Mr. Reisman has earned a Bachelor of Arts from West Virginia Wesleyan College, a Master 
of Public Administration from the University of Kentucky and a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Kentucky College of Law.

Kathleen M. Bishop, PhD 
Gerontologist, Vice President and Co-chair of Education and Training for 
the National Task Group (NTG) on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia 
Practices

Kathleen M. Bishop has over 40 years of experience in the developmental 
disabilities field and over 25 as a gerontologist with a specialty in aging with 
developmental disabilities. She has a Bachelor of Science from SUNY Geneseo, a Master 
of Science in special education and a doctorate from Syracuse University in aging  
with disabilities. 

Dr. Bishop is a consultant on program and support planning for organizations in the aging 
and IDD networks. She also teaches online courses on aging with disabilities at Utica 
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Presenter Biographies

College. Dr. Bishop is retired from the University of Rochester School and the New York 
State Office for People with Disabilities. She teaches, presents and shares knowledge on 
aging and intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) nationally and internationally. 
Dr. Bishop is co-chair of the NTG Education and Training committee, vice president for the 
NTG, co-chair of the Advisory Body, and a member of executive committee and board. She 
has been an active member of the NTG since its inception. Dr. Bishop teaches the two-day 
NTG Dementia Capable Care for Adults and a Train-the-Trainer program. In this capacity, she 
has trained about 4,000 people. 

Dr. Bishop has received numerous awards and recognition based on her advocacy work for 
women and for older adults with IDD. Prominent awards include the Lutheran Cares Crystal 
Award for Advocacy and Caring and the Seneca Falls Wall of Fame. 

Currently, Dr. Bishop is working with Kathryn Pears and UT Health Houston on a five-year 
grant to develop telehealth supports for underserved families with family members with IDD 
for the state of Texas.

Kathryn G. Pears, MPPM 
Vice President and Co-Chair of Education and Training for the National Task 
Group (NTG) on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia Practices

Kathryn G. Pears is a dementia expert with over 30 years personal and 
professional experience.  Following a 15-year career with the Alzheimer’s 

Association, Maine Chapter, she started her own company, Dementia Care Strategies. 
Dementia Care Strategies trains and consults with families, health and long-term care 
professionals and facilities, state, and national organizations, and aging and disability 
community agencies on non-pharmacologic management of the challenging behaviors that 
occur with dementia. 

Pears is a member of the NTG on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia’s Steering 
Committee and co-chairs their working group that has developed a national model 
curriculum on dementia-capable care for adults with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities who are at risk for or have been diagnosed with dementia. As a lead trainer for 
the model curriculum, she travels the country conducting workshops on behalf of the NTG. 
Pears holds a master’s in public policy and management (MPPM) from the Muskie School of 
Public Service based in Portland, Maine.
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Presenter Biographies

Alice Page, JD, MPH
Adult Protective Services and Systems Developer in the Office on Aging at the 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Alice Page is an Adult Protective Services and Systems Developer in the Office 
on Aging at the Wisconsin Department of Health Services. She is an experienced 

attorney with a Master of Public Health who has practiced law in New Hampshire and Wisconsin. 
Her past positions include director of the Human Subjects Committee Office at the University of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine and public health and senior policy analyst at the National Bioethics 
Advisory Committee in Bethesda, Maryland, where she managed a project on ethical and policy 
issues in international clinical research. Page was the department’s representative on the Wisconsin 
Attorney General’s Task Force on Elder Abuse and trained frontline Adult Protective Service staff and 
their community partners on a wide variety of topical issues.  

Kim M. Marheine, MSE
Ombudsman Services Supervisor, State of Wisconsin Board on Aging and  
Long-Term Care

Kim Marheine holds a bachelor’s degree in music therapy and a master’s degree in 
community/agency counseling  from University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, where she also 

taught in the Music Therapy Division and mentored aspiring music therapists for several years.

Marheine has worked extensively in the field of long-term care, with an early emphasis on supports 
for persons affected by dementia. She was a long-term care provider for more than 20 years. She was 
also program director for the Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Wisconsin. Marheine is currently the 
ombudsman services supervisor for the State of Wisconsin Board on Aging and Long-Term Care.  
While employed by the Alzheimer’s Association, Marheine authored and administered several state 
and federal grants aimed at improving supports and services for persons affected by dementia. At 
the national level, She served on several committees, primarily structured around long-term care 
staff development and family caregiver supports. Marheine was one of the original authors of the 
Dementia Care Specialist Curriculum, parts of which are still in practice today.

In her current role with the State of Wisconsin Board on Aging and Long-Term Care,, Marheine 
supports and counsels ombudsman staff and provides education and consultation to long-term care 
providers. She also serves on state and national committees that examine opportunities for advocacy 
that will affect long-term care systems change. 



Want more PASRR training? 

Visit the PASRR Training page on the on the Texas HHS website 
to learn more and review past conference slideshows.  

Email PASRR_Conference@hhs.texas.gov  
for post-conference questions. 

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), IDD & Behavioral Health Services 
plans to offer continuing education units for licensed social workers, certified nurse aides, 
licensed nursing facility administrators, licensed marriage and family therapists, qualified 
intellectual disability professionals, nursing facility activity directors, licensed professional 
counselors, assisted living facility managers, and home and community support services 
agencies (including day activity and health services).

https://www.hhs.texas.gov/doing-business-hhs/provider-portals/long-term-care-providers/resources/preadmission-screening-resident-review-pasrr/pasrr-training
mailto:PASRR_Conference%40hhs.texas.gov?subject=



