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Public Awareness Campaigns Subcommittee  
Meeting Minutes 

May 9, 2022 
11:00 a.m. 

 
Microsoft Teams 

 
Table 1: Subcommittee member attendance at the Monday, May 9, 2022 meeting. 

MEMBER NAME IN ATTENDANCE 
Priscilla Hill-Ardoin Yes 
Alecia Nero, M.D. Yes 
Marqué Reed-Shackelford Yes 

 
Table 2: Newborn Screening Unit (NBS) staff and guest attendance at the 
Monday, May 9, 2022 meeting. 

NBS STAFF MEMBER NAME IN ATTENDANCE 
Laura Arellano, Unit Coordinator, Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) Newborn Screening (NBS) Unit Yes 

Karen Hess, Director, DSHS NBS Unit Yes 
Aimee Millangue, Advisory Committee Liaison, DSHS 
NBS Unit Yes 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

The Sickle Cell Task Force (SCTF) Public Awareness Campaigns Subcommittee 
meeting was called to order at 11:03 a.m. The meeting was held via Microsoft 
Teams and recorded. 

Subcommittee Meeting Discussion: 

• Status of Human Dimensions of Organizations (HDO) Program project 
o Pending a response, having Dr. Amy Nathan Wright, University of 

Texas, as a speaker, was postponed to a later meeting. 
o Ms. Marque Reed-Shackelford and NBS staff briefly recapped HDO 

Program for the new subcommittee member. The desired goal of the 
subcommittee’s potential engagement with HDO is a project designed 
to increase awareness of sickle cell disease (SCD) across Texas (to be 
undertaken in Fall 2022 if accepted by HDO). 

o Ms. Priscilla Hill-Ardoin suggested that the ask could be “what does it 
take to create an effective-well-rounded, statewide sickle cell 
awareness campaign?” 
 What it means to have a well-rounded campaign 

• Reaching providers, college students, families, etc. 
• Selecting a subcommittee chair 

o Ms. Hill-Ardoin will be the subcommittee chair 
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o Mrs. Marqué Reed-Shackelford will provide back up to the 
subcommittee chair 

• Budget considerations 
The Subcommittee currently operates with a zero budget. Following significant 
discussion about public awareness, education, and developing a state plan, Dr. 
Nero suggested any recommendations to the SCTF should include an estimate of 
the resources/budget required. All Subcommittee members agreed. 

• Sickle Cell Awareness and Recognition 
o Timing constraints do not allow the adoption of a new theme for 

September 2022 Sickle Cell Awareness Month or the development of a 
new public awareness campaign. The subcommittee brainstormed the 
use of readily available resources, including: 
 Provision of National Collegiate Athletic Association 

requirements 
 Featuring Dr. Titilope Fasipe’s video from 2021 
 Possible press release spotlighting state-specific data 

o Given that World Sickle Cell Day is recognized in June, it was agreed 
that a social media campaign was not possible for 2022 but would be 
requested for the 2023 calendar. Dr. Nero stressed the need to look 
for any opportunity to bring awareness to World Sickle Cell Day for 
2022, and the recognition of sickle cell disease as a world health 
initiative. 
 Focus will be on posting to the DSHS website, with links to the 

Newborn Screening site or the SCTF site (depending on what 
can be developed and approved quickly) 

 Content could include information from the 2021 statistics 
 Recognition of Newborn Screening 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 

• Program staff will meet with DSHS Communications to work on the Sickle 
Cell Awareness month campaign for September 2022 

• Follow up with Dr. Amy Nathan Wright about working in the HDO program for 
the Fall 2022 semester. 
 

Ideas/Next Steps: 

• Begin work on a campaign for World Sickle Cell Day on June 19, 2023 in 
January 2023. 

• Make recommendation to the SCTF that they consider reviewing whether the 
size of the SCTF should be increased, to facilitate the efficient work of 
subcommittees and the need to secure a quorum. 

• Develop specific recommendation(s) for community health workers group (to 
incentivize every level of health care to want to, and be knowledgeable of, 
how to provide the best care for patients with SCD). 

• Promote funded projects in rural areas and connect doctors to sickle cell 
specialists. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m. 


