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Peak Effect of Commonly Prescribed Pain Medications 

 
 

Generic Name   Trade Name(s) Peak Effect Times

Acetaminophen Acephen, FeverAll, Mapap, Panadol, Tylenol 30 minutes – 1 hour 

Ibuprofen Advil,  Motrin 1 – 2 hours 

Aspirin (Acetylsalicylic Acid) Bayer Aspirin, Bufferin, St. Joseph Aspirin 1 – 2 hours 

Aspirin (enteric coated) Ecotrin 3 – 4 hours 

Etodolac Lodine 1 – 2 hours 

Naproxen Naprosyn 2 – 4 hours 

Naproxen Sodium Aleve, Anaprox, Anaprox DS 1 – 2 hours 

Tramadol HCL Ultram 2 hours 

Hydrocodone/Acetaminophen Lortab, Norco, Vicodin  1 – 1.5 hours 

Acetaminophen/Codeine Tylenol w/Codeine, Tylenol #3, Tylenol #4 2 hours 

Oxycodone HCL IR (Immediate-release) OxyContin IR, Roxicodone 30 minutes – 1 hour 

Oxycodone ER (Extended-release) Oxycontin 4 – 5 hours 

Methadone HCL Dolophine, Methadose 1 – 7.5 hour 

Morphine Sulfate Duramorph 30 minutes – 1 hour 

Morphine Sulfate ER (Extended release) MS Contin, Kadian 3 – 4 hours (Kadian 10 hours) 
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