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The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD), which is
established in state and federal law, is governed by 27 Governorappointed board members, 60 percent of whom are individuals
with developmental disabilities or family members of individuals
with disabilities.
The Council's purpose in law is to encourage policy change so
that people with disabilities have opportunities to be fully
included in their communities and exercise control over their
own lives.

Texas State Budget, SB 1
Total Expenditures, All Funds = $248.6 billion
This is about $13.6 billion less than the
current budget, and that difference is due to
the inclusion of fewer federal dollars.
However, lawmakers are currently in Special
Session with a call to appropriate federal
COVID relief dollars, boosting that total.

Medicaid Waiver Interest Lists
SB 1 provides funding for an additional
1,549 waiver slots over the biennium.
By program:
• CLASS: 381
• HCS: 542
• STAR+: 107

• DBMD: 6
• MDCP: 42
• TxHmL: 471

Note that HHSC’s original request was 3,512.

Community Attendant Rates
SB 1 does not include an increase in the rates
for community attendants.
This leaves the rate at $8.11 per hour.
There is hope that some of those COVID relief
dollars could be used to increase the rate.

Education
SB 89, Menéndez – IEP Supplement for COVID-19
SB 1716, Taylor – Establishment of the Supplemental
Special Education Services Grant Program
HB 159, M. González – Teacher Training/Staff Development.
HB 2256, Guerra – Bilingual Special Ed Certification

Education, cont.
HB 785, Allen - Behavioral intervention plans for
certain public-school students and notification
and documentation requirements regarding certain
behavior management techniques.
HB 2125, M. González – Extending Special Education
Eligibility for Students 21+ Impacted by COVID19
School Closures (Failed to Pass)

Early Childhood Intervention (ECI)
HB 2658, Frank – Will address continuing
eligibility for kids on Medicaid (based
on amended text from HB 290, Cortez)
Article II of Appropriations Bill, SB 1
HB 843, Lopez/HB 908, Johnson – ECI Private
Health Insurance Benefit
(Failed to Pass)

Accessibility
SB 776, Lucio, Jr. – UIL Adaptive Sports Program
HB 24, Dominguez – Inclusive & Accessible
Playgrounds
(Failed to Pass)

HB 168, M. González – Inclusive Day Care
(Failed to Pass)
HB 2309, Dominguez – Enforcement of Accessible
Parking Violations (Failed to Pass)

Guardianship
HB 1675, Allison – Caregiver Parents as
Independent Guardians
(Failed to Pass)

10 GUARDIANSHIP BILLS THAT PASSED
•

SB 41 by Sen. Zaffirini, consolidation and allocation of
state civil court costs

•

SB 1697 by Sen. Paxton, allowing parents and guardians
to elect for a student to repeat or retake a course or grade

•

SB 615 by Sen. Zaffirini, probate and guardianship matters

•

HB 79 by Rep. Murr, associate judges for guardianship and
protective services proceedings

•

SB 626 by Sen. Zaffirini, guardianships, management
trusts, and other procedures and proceedings for
incapacitated persons

•

HB 1156 by Rep. Thierry, financial abuse of elderly person
is criminal offense

•

HB 1296 by Rep. Metcalf, certain notices in guardianship
proceedings

•

HB 3394 by Rep. Metcalf, determining incapacity of
proposed guardian or guardian

•

•

SB 692 by Sen. Zaffirini, access to financial records by the
guardianship abuse, fraud, and exploitation deterrence
program
SB 1129 by Sen. Zaffirini, guardianship, alternatives
guardianship, and supports and services for incapacitated
persons

H B 1 6 7 5 W O U LD H AV E R E M OV ED T H ES E
E L E M E NTS C E N T R A L TO A L L T E X A S

GUARDIANSHIPS
•

appointment of an attorney ad litem to represent the proposed ward’s interests

•

use of a court investigator to investigate the circumstances alleged that require a guardianship

•

a guardianship hearing

•

an annual report to the court by the guardian

•

an annual review by court of the need to continue guardianship—in fact, in this respect, the bill
would have allowed a court to review the need for guardianship not more often than every
five years

Criminal Justice
HB 2107, Wu - Outpatient Services for
Juveniles w/ IDD
HB 2831, White – Advisory Committee on
IDD Confinement in County Jails

Employment
SB 50, Zaffirini – Competitive, Integrated
Employment Initiative for Waiver
Recipients

Emergency Management
SB 968, Kolkhorst - Public health disaster and public
health emergency preparedness and response

Contains language from HB 3711, Bucy, establishing a
wellness check for medically fragile individuals during an
emergency

Health Care (1 of 2)
HB 3720, Frank – Interest lists and eligibility
criteria for certain Medicaid waiver
programs

SB 642, West – Mental health services for
certain children at risk of relinquishment

Health Care (2 of 2)
HB 119, Landgraf – Ban on Organ Donor
Discrimination Against People with
Disabilities
HB 797, Howard – Vaccine Administration by
Home Health Nurses

HB 1535, Klick – Texas Compassionate Use
Program (TCUP) Expansion

Voting
SB 7, Hughes/HB 6, Cain –
Restrictions on Voting Access/Elections Administration
(Failed to Pass)
Concerning measures in bill at various stages:
➢ Requiring proof of disability
➢ Partisan poll watchers
➢ Voting alone in car
➢ Elimination of drive-thru voting
➢ Expanded oath for assisters

Constitutional Amendments
On November 2, 2021, voters will consider
8 amendments to the Texas Constitution.

November 2 Constitutional Amendments
HJR 99, Canales – County financing of
infrastructure in underdeveloped areas
➢ HJR 125, Ellzey – School property tax
limits for surviving spouse of a person
who is disabled, if spouse was 55 or
older at time of person’s death
➢ HJR 143, Geren – Charitable raffles at
rodeo venues
➢ HJR 165, Jetton – State Commission on
Judicial Conduct enforcement of
standards for judicial candidates
➢

SJR 19, Kolkhorst – Right to Essential
Caregivers for in-person visitation
➢ SJR 27, Hancock – Prohibition on limits
to religious services conducted by a
religious organization
➢ SJR 35, Campbell – Property tax
exemption for surviving spouse of a
member of the U.S. armed services who
is killed or fatally injured in the line of
duty
➢ SJR 47, Huffman – Enhanced
requirements for candidates to certain
judicial offices
➢

SJR 19 – Right to Essential Caregiver
Sec. 35. (a) A resident of a nursing facility, assisted living facility, intermediate
care facility for individuals with an intellectual disability, residence providing
home and community-based services, or state supported living center, as those
terms are defined by general law, has the right to designate an essential
caregiver with whom the facility, residence, or center may not prohibit in-person
visitation.
(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (a) of this section, the legislature by general law
may provide guidelines for a facility, residence, or center described by Subsection
(a) of this section to follow in establishing essential caregiver visitation policies
and procedures.

Special Session Update
The Governor’s 1st Special Session call included 11 items:
• Bail Reform
• Elections
• Border Security
• Social Media
• Article X Appropriations
• Family Violence Prevention

• Transgender Athletes
• Abortion Meds
• TRS 13th Check
• Critical Race Theory
• $$$ for Property Tax Relief,
Foster Care, Cybersecurity

The 1st Special Session ended on August 6.

Special Session Update 2
The Governor immediately called a 2nd Special Session, which
began at noon on Saturday, August 7, to consider the following:
➢ Each of the items from 1st Special Session
➢ Federal COVID relief appropriations
➢ Legislative quorum requirements
➢ State laws governing radioactive waste
➢ Filing & election dates for 2022 primaries
➢ Education during Pandemic
➢ Pre-empting Local Labor Laws

The 2nd Special Session will end no later than September 5.

PCCF Bills of Interest That Did Not Pass - Medicaid
• SB 2028 (Kolkhorst) Medicaid managed care
• HB 3679 (Parker) Reimbursement of durable medical equipment providers in Medicaid
managed care

• HB 3705 (Krause) and SB 1243 (Perry) Medicaid buy-in for children
• HB 3678 (Parker) Insurer’s obligation for continuity of care for certain Medicaid
recipients

• HB 3677 (Parker) Coordination of Medicaid and private health benefits for Medicaid
recipients with complex mental needs

PCCF Bills of Interest That Did Not Pass - Education
• SB 688 (Lucio) Development of a special education services matrix

• HB 1163 (Mary González) Prohibiting certain restraints on students receiving special
education services
• HB 877 (Mary González) Educational representative for students with disabilities

• HB 742 (Burns) Alternative assessment of students receiving special education services
and alternative accountability plans for campuses serving the students
• HB 411 (Julie Johnson) Term referring to individualized education program team

• HB 3450 (Lucio III) Justified use of force by a school employee or volunteer on a student
• SB 1101 (Creighton) Creating bilingual special education certification to teach students
of limited English proficiency with disabilities

PCCF Bills of Interest That Did Not Pass – Misc
• HB 4571 (Rose) Statewide intellectual and developmental disabilities coordinating
committee
• SB 2074 (Menéndez) Establishment of the Mental Illness and Intellectual or
Developmental Disability Advisory Council

• HB 1050 (Romero, Jr.) Relating to a study on employing mental health professionals or
mental health response teams to assist when responding to a behavioral health-related
emergency call
• SB 1457 (Zaffirini) Peer services to individuals with an intellectual or developmental
disability including provision of those services under Medicaid

TCDD Resources

ID: Screenshot of TCDD’s resource on the TCDD website.
Resources are (left to right) “Texas Legislative Session,”
“COVID-19 Information,” and “People First Language.”
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